Survey of the Letters 

and Sounds 



The Yerington Paiute Tribe Alphabet consists of the following thirty-two (32) characters/symbols 
to represent the sounds in the language: A, B, BB, D, DD, DDS, E, G, GG. GGW, H t I, K f KW, M, MM, 
N, NN, NG, NNG, O, OO, OW, P, S, T, TS, TZ, U, W, Y, and '. 

Consonants are produced when something is done to the air stream as it passes from the lungs out 
through the mouth. The air stream might be stopped completely, forced out with friction because the 
mouth or throat areas have narrowed somehow, or the air is allowed to pass out through the nose. 
Following is an inventory of the consonants in the Yerington Paiute language. 



Consonant 
B 

BB 
D 

DD 
DDS 
G 

GG 
GGW 
H 
K 

KW 
M 
MM 



Paiute 

tuba 

ddubba 

ada 

nodda 

ma'weddtogo 

agi 

pooggoo 

togoggwa 

hoona 

sake 

kwe'na'a 

numu 

Kammu 



English 

pinenut 

mouth 

crow 

bee 

wrist 

trout 

horse 

rattlesnake 

badger 

tule boat 

eagle 

Indian 

jack rabbit 



Consonant 


Paiute 


English 


N 


tuna 


root 


NN 


tunna 


antelope 


NG 


Poongatse 


mouse 


NNG 


wannge'e 


fox 


P 


koepa 


bighorn sheep 


S 


$oogoo 


robin 


T 


aba 


sun 


TS 


hootseba 


bird 


TZ 


atzabana 


woodpecker 


W 


sawabe 


sagebrush 


Y 


yadda 


winnowing basket 


i 


songoe'e 


hummingbird 



Vowels are made without any stoppage or obstruction of the air stream in the mouth. The air simply 
flows out. Yerington Paiute has the following inventory of vowels in the alphabet. 



Short Long Pronounclatlon 

a aa like s in father 

e ee like e in beet 

o o like o in home 

oo ooo like oo in boot 

u uu a sound not found/like any in the 

English language, pronounced with 

the tongue in a position between 

that of e and oo. 

There are three dipthongs in Paiute. Dipthongs are a combination of two vowels and automatically 
function as long towels. Two of these can be written using special symbols. 



Paiute Key Word 

aa - antler 
0sa • wolf 
oho - bone 
kootsoo - cow 
puhu - duck 



Dlpthong 
a-e 
a-oo 
o-e 



Written as 
I 

ow 
oe 
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